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LCNCORPORATING APPLICATION FORMS 
FOR THE YEAR’? SB EVENTS. 


The Yearly Miracle 


Theoretically for a tiny scattered and under financed society such as ours 
the sort of study weekend we always hope to organise should never happen 
and yet each year it does. 


Originally local groups used to plan and run the weekends but Sub. Brit.'s 
membership is very thinly spread and the few sizable groups which exist 
have already done their stint and we hope to avoid repetition. 


In recent years weekends have been organized at a distance by resourceful 
individuals who involve themselves in considerable effort and personal 
expense. Despite and perhaps because of the sometimes crude and flexible 
arrangements these weekends are invariably successful as judged by the fun 
and interest participants enjoy. This will doubtless continue to be so. 


This year the hero and heroine are Ken Geddes and Margaret Waring and we 
should all wish them well as they grapple undaunted with the final 
arrangements for what is sure to be an excellent weekend in Yorkshire. 


teas aoe and next year what about your area? 
The Forthcoming Day Conference on April 6th 


For the invasion of Europe in 1944 Dr, T.L.Thomas devised a grid system for 
accurately locating allied artillery in relation to their targets on French 
soil. Doubtless due to the outstanding success of the allied artillery he 
was to obtain the job of devising a system whereby the French and English 
ends of the Channel Tunnel could be related to each other with pinpoint 
accuracy before construction began. This he will describe. 


Chris Bayley is famous in Sub. Brit. for successfully surveying the 
extensive medieval stone mines at Merstham in Surrey. Others had previously 
failed. However Chris sometimes has holidays and in Alderney he studied 
underground military structures. These experiences he will relate. 


Richard Butler will speak on the underground stone quarries at Caen. Those 
of our members who are also members of the Croydon Nat. Hist. and 
scientific Soc. will know how good this should be. But Richard should be 
beware that some of us will be rooting for him to arrange a trip to Caen 
for Sub. Brit. members. 


Some of us who attended the study weekend at Bradford on Avon a few years 
ago will recall with delight visiting Chilmark, the underground stone 
quarry witin an RAF camp, and listening to Wilfred Hughes who has been a 


long time in mining and who gives a fascinating account of its folklore. 
Rumour has it that he will bring David Pollard with him. If he does let us 
hope David will speak in "Brief Communications", since he has unparalleled 
knowledge of quarries in the Bath and Corsham area. 


The Last Day Conference and AGM 29th October 1988 


The AGM produced few surprises except that Bernard O'Conner made the 
mistake of speaking eloquently from the floor and soon found himself 
elected to the committee. Congratulations Bernard. Incidently the 
discussion was something about encouraging youths to take up our interest 
in man-made underground space! 


Of the talks Harry Pearman, arguably the founder of “urban caving" i.e. 
probing the mysteries of any sort of hole that comes to light in the home 
counties when domesticity finally curtails your weekend trips to South 
Wales; spoke on recent adventures in the south east notably the surveying 
of the vast abandoned military bunker at Warren Row near Reading. We have 
recently learned that the premises have been purchased by a document 
storage firm thereby following the fates of the Eisenhower Centre in 
central London, and the former tube station sites at Clapham and Stockwell. 
All visited by some of our members while still vacant. 


Keith Bullerwell described how, although by training a drainage engineer, 
he came to be in charge of the sad business of filling in much of Reigate's 
underground - sites well known to many of our members. Nevertheless all has 
not gone and why not contact me to arrange 4 gentle day's amble around 
Reigate to see remaining sites. Definitely an old persons and babes in arms 
trip subject to landowners permissions. 


Alan Pack's enthralling talk was about workings in the iron fields around 
Irthlingborough a subject new to most of our members. In spring your 
secretaries will be making a return trip to the area in the school 
holidays. Why not give us a ring to see if it appeals to you! 


Brief communications included Sylvia talking about the Canary Islands where 
plumpness was once more prized in brides than virginity. Before the 
wedding the brides were confined to small caves and stuffed, with food. 


Margaret Howells spoke on a very recently constructed family nuclear fall 
out shelter. This has not yet been used for bride fattening but a couple 
have tested its suitability for living in under peacetime conditions. 

Trip Underground at Godstone Surrey. 

Why not join in my underground trip at 10.00 am on Sunday 26th February? 
Its interesting and not difficult although a little tiring. It lasts about 
two hours. Contact me for further details if interested. 


Or Paris France ? 


The Second International Symposium on Underground Quarries is in Paris on 
the 8th to 10th July. If interested send to me for details. 


New Members 


Welcome to; 


John Quick, Horsham, Sussex Andrew Fuller, Royston, Herts 
C.J. Powell, Bath, Avon Don Wood, Warlingham. Surrey 
Miss P.M. Webb, Great Barford, Bedfordshore 

Veronica Thomas, Blackheath, London Tim Buxbaum, Woodbridge, Suffolk 
Andrew Emmerson. Northamptonshire Per Longstedt, Vaxjo, Sweden 

I. Bryant, Clarence Avenue, London Michael Grain, Allestree, Derby 
Cyril Cotterell, Brighton, Sussex Nora Leach, Reigate, Surrey 
Bernard O'Conner, Sandy, Bedfordshire Robert Bailey. Harrow, Middlesex 
Keith Bullerwell, Reigate, Surrey Derek Bartley, Rhyl, Clwyd 


David Gale, Bradford, Yorkshire 
Information Received 
Scottish Souterrains 


Alfred Grandjean has passed to me a fine collection of notes and photos on 
scottish Souterrains all taken by himself. I would like to hear from those 
who have a particular interest in this subject since Mr. Grandjean would 
like them appraised. I promise you that they are worth looking at. 


Woking’ Secret Shelter 


Andrew Emmerson has sent me a cutting “Times Review, Oct 17th 1981" 
describing the Southern Railway's Underground Wartime Divisional 
Headquarters unearthed at Woking. Some of our members will be familiar with 
another such installation at Deepdene House in Dorking. A nice little topic 
for research. 


Underground Pipe Lines 

Roger Morgan has drawn attention to this as a possible subject of interest. 
In my case I recall being intrigued when a wartime pipe line was unearthed 
during the motorway construction at Merstham in 1972. 


Maginot Line and Hitler's Bunker. 


These interesting underground structures are featured in 4 recent edition 
of “After the Battle". No. 60, 


From the Counties 


Work to unearth the former limestone quarry at Archers Wood still continues 
under the initiative of Kent Underground Research Group and in Surrey 
interesting work on the local stone mines continues to be performed by Unit 
Two Cave Research and Exploration. Why not borrow their interesting 
journals from me? 


Channel Tunnel. 


I am collecting cuttings and magazine articles on this subject. Can you 
help me? Incidently have you been to the exhibtion at Cheriton? 


Exchange Newsletters 


While on the subject of borrowing we draw members attention to some of the 
interesting exchange newsletters we receive and suggest that they avail 
themselves. (Remember an SAE to the secretary.) 


Dudley Canal Trust. Grampian Spelealogical Society 
Fortress Study Group Kent Underground Research Group 
Railway and Canal Historic Soc. South Wilts Industrial Archaeology 
Stafford Speleology Soc. Surrey Industrial History Group 
Sussex Ind. Arch. Soc. Unit Two Cave Research 

Croydon Nat. Hist. and Scientific 

SOc. 


University of Bristol Spel. Soc. 
For those who can cope with other tongues we receive several rewarding 
journals from France, Belgium, West Germany and the Netherlands. 


Horizontal Wells. 


Courtesy of Folkestone Water Company some of us visited an horizontal well 
dug into the North Downs at Terlingham Folkestone last century. Water 
poured onto our heads from the holes bored into the roof of this tunnel. 
Since Victorian times this apparently good water has run to waste but is 
now, in this time of water shortage, being re-appraised. 


A similar scheme once proposed for Reigate is currently being researched by 
me. 


Obituary 


We are very sorry to report the death of Adey Horton who lived in the 
Troglodite village of Trou in France. Adey had an international reputation 
as an author and gourmet and his death was reported in the Sunday 
“Observer". I believe he was Sub. Brit's first member and doubtless an 
appreciation will be forthcoming from Sylvia since she and Alan were 
personal friends of hin. 


Sylvia Beamon 

Since quite a long time Sylvia's address has been, 2, Morton St, Royston, 
Herts. SG8 7AZ. Unfortunately letters sent to her previous address seem to 
have gone astray. Be warned! 


Flora and Fauna Society 


This plus Simon Mickleburgh has moved to 79-83 North Street, Brighton. 
0273 820445 
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